
 A Parent’s Guide to Third Grade

Building on a Solid Foundation
of Knowledge

Talk with Your Child’s Teacher

Academic targets provide a great opportunity for you 
to talk with teachers about what your child is learning 
in school and how you can support that learning at 
home.

Be sure to ask: 

About learning targets

•	 Can I see an example of a grade-level academic target?
•	 May I look at some of my child’s work related to 

this target?
•	 What kinds of activities and lessons are used in 

school to help my child meet or exceed this target?
•	 What can I do at home to help my child reach the 

target?

About your child’s progress

•	 In what subjects is my child working at grade level?
•	 What areas of learning need improvement?
•	 Is my child reading at grade level? Can you suggest 

some books that my child can read?
•	 Is my child’s math performance at grade level? 

How can I support this at home?
•	 What do assessments say about my child as a learner?

About ways you can support learning

•	 Besides report cards, what are other ways I can 
keep up-to-date on how my child is doing?

•	 If my child is not at grade level, what support is 
available at school?

•	 If my child is at grade level, what enrichment is 
being offered at school?

•	 How can I help to improve learning at home?

MPS works hard to make every school a great 
school. We have compiled examples of skills that 
students should know and goals or tasks they should 
be able to accomplish by the end of each grade. 
These learning targets, which are standards-based, 
provide a common understanding of the foundational 
skills and knowledge needed for all students to be 
prepared to move forward to the next grade and on 
to continued learning and academic success. 

Positive teacher-to-student and student-to-student 
relationships support emotional and social 
development and are essential to successful learning. 
You can help. When schools work together with 
families and the community to support learning, 
children will succeed in school and in the future.

Useful Links

Fine Arts
http://fi	nearts.mpls.k12.mn.us

Health and Physical Education
http://healthphyed.mpls.k12.mn.us

Information Technology
http://its.mpls.k12.mn.us

Literacy
http://ela.mpls.k12.mn.us/elementary

Mathematics
http://math.mpls.k12.mn.us

Multilingual Learners
http://multilingual.mpls.k12.mn.us

Science
http://science.mpls.k12.mn.us

Social Studies
http://socialstudies.mpls.k12.mn.us

Talent Development and Advanced 
Learner Education
http://giftedandtalented.mpls.k12.mn.us

World Languages
http://worldlanguages.mpls.k12.mn.us

More Information
For more information, contact your 
child’s school or call the MPS Teaching 
and Learning Department at
612.668.5300.
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•	 Identify themes within and across stories
•	 Determine the central message of a story and  

support it with key details from the story
•	 Describe characters in a story and connect their 

actions to the sequence of events
•	 Compare and contrast themes, settings and plots 

of stories written by the same author
•	 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 

they are used in a text

•	 Share your love of reading
•	 Check out booklists of stories to read in several  

languages on the Hennepin County Library website: 
www.hclib.org

•	 Talk about new words and how to make sense of 
them

•	 Ask	specific	questions	related	to	what	your	child	is	
reading (“Is this girl brave? How do you know?”) 

•	 Encourage your child to read aloud to younger siblings, 
relatives or neighbors

•	 Look at old vacation photos and discuss memories of the trip
•	 Make a family cookbook of favorite recipes
•	 Create authentic writing situations (thank-you notes, 

invitations, mini-books like “Our Trip to Grandma’s”)
•	 After reading a book, talk about the characters’  

motivations and relate them to your family life

By the end of the school year, we expect that a third-grade student can: Learning activities you can do at home:
The following strategies may be practiced in your family’s native language as well as in English.

•	 Solve real-world problems with numbers up to 
1,000	using	addition	and	subtraction	

•	 Make	change	up	to	$1	in	several	ways,	including	as	
few coins as possible

•	 Use tools to measure temperature, time and perimeter
•	 Identify,	describe	and	classify	2-D	and	3-D	shapes
•	 Tell time to the minute 

•	 Practice basic addition and subtraction facts at home 
(Give	your	child	a	number	less	than	100	and	then	ask,	
“How	many	more	to	make	100?”)

•	 Practice multiplication facts
•	 Ask your child to count combinations of coins that 

make	$1

•	 Have	your	child	figure	out	how	many	minutes	it	took	 
to eat dinner, walk to a friend’s house, get to the  
school bus stop, etc.

•	 Have	your	child	find	graphs	in	the	newspaper	or	 
magazines and circle the title and labels, then ask your 
child follow-up questions ( “What is this graph about?” 
“What can you learn by looking at this graph?”)

•	 Provide evidence to support conclusions
•	 Generate	scientific	questions
•	 Recognize the outcome of a science investigation
•	 Record and explain observations
•	 Explain how people of all cultures have used  

scientific	thinking	and	engineering	to	understand	
the world around them

•	 Plan how to solve a problem using the engineering 
design process

•	 Start a family seed collection: locate the seeds in fruit, 
wash them carefully and record each one in a journal

•	 Take	a	neighborhood	field	trip	and	look	for	local	
plants, then talk about which plants are natural to the  
environment and which plants were brought in for 
gardens and decoration

•	 Find an insect and have your child compare it to a 
crayfish

•	 Create different sounds with household items. 
Ask your child to share what he or she has learned 
about joints, skeletons and muscles

•	 For more suggestions of family activities go to: 
www.fossweb.com

•	 Interpret maps and locate his or her communities, 
state and country

•	 Create simple maps of his or her community, state 
and country

•	 Identify landforms and patterns in the population 
due to those landforms

•	 Describe how individual rights and democracy 
shape life in the United States 

•	 Ask your child to examine a globe; talk about  
landforms and bodies of water

•	 Locate	a	birth	certificate	and	talk	about	what	it	tells	us	
about the past

•	 Give your child a chance to talk about a decision that 
will affect his or her life

Third-graders experience a broad range of instruction that  
supports and enriches academic learning and understanding.

Arts Education is about creating, performing and responding
through visual and performing arts. Third-graders learn to:

•	 Relate elements and principles of art using a variety of 
materials, processes and techniques

•	 Improve music performance skills
•	 Create complex movement patterns with a partner 

and in a group 

 

Health is developing the skills, knowledge and  
confidence to make good choices for personal health. 
Third-graders learn to:

•	 Identify	healthy	methods	of	self-control	and	conflict	
resolution

•	 Know the differences between communicable, 
non-communicable and chronic diseases

•	 Compare and contrast the health effects of nutritious 
and non-nutritious foods and beverages

•	 Predict the short- and long-term physical effects of 
tobacco, alcohol and other drugs

Physical Education is developing the skills, knowledge and  
confidence to make good decisions for personal fitness. 
Third-graders learn to: 
•	 Identify feelings that result from physical activity
•	 Identify skills of teamwork, honesty, patience and concern 

that promote cooperation
•	 Identify activities that can be enjoyed for a lifetime
•	 Demonstrate fundamental motor skills
•	 Improve	personal	fitness	levels 

*World Languages is learning to communicate in another 
language and appreciate other cultures. Using the target  
language, third-graders learn to: 

•	 Memorize phrases and short sentences to exchange  
information

•	 Write about familiar topics with guidance
•	 Read and understand short stories
•	 Explore cultural activities, traditions and languages in  

communities around the world 

Instructional Media and Technology is helping students learn to: 

•	 Analyze information, charts, maps and graphs
•	 Understand that creators of media have ownership rights 

(copyright) that must be respected
•	 Select the best way to communicate information
•	 Appropriately use internet search engines following  

district and building technology policies

*Not all sites offer world language immersion

•	 Use what he or she know about phonics and patterns 
in words to decode new words

•	 Read	grade-level	text	with	sufficient	accuracy,	fluency,	
purpose and understanding

•	 Create	an	audio	recording	that	demonstrates	fluent	
reading

•	 Write an opinion and include supporting reasons
•	 Use feedback in his or her writing process
•	 Ask and answer questions about information from a 

speaker

•	 Collect and interpret information from a variety of 
graphs using appropriate titles, labels and units

•	 Use graphs to compare data and solve problems
•	 Create a story to represent a multiplication or  

division number sentence
•	 Identify, describe and extend patterns

•	 Analyze the structures that help living things grow, 
reproduce and survive

•	 Compare the characteristics, structures and  
behaviors of plants and animals

•	 Explain the similarities and differences between  
inherited and acquired traits

•	 Explain the orbits of the Earth, moon and sun
•	 Describe how light travels
•	 Measure with accuracy using the metric system

•	 Describe services provided by the government and 
how we pay for them

•	 Name the three branches of government and 
explain what each branch does and why we need 
them

•	 Compare and contrast the daily lives of different 
people living in ancient times

•	 Describe the role of consumers and producers in an 
economy


